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From hurricanes to snow, it was a challenging 2017 for a lot of our Mid
Coast members. My heart goes out to all those who were affected by Harvey and the early frost and snow that a lot of us received. As most of you
know the Mid Coast Board made the decision to move the Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale date and location because of Harvey. A lot of work went into
putting the sale together and we had to double up for our move to the Industry Sale Facility. Thank you, Matt Kubena, for pulling it off.
The Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale was finally held on October 28, 2017. 34
lots grossed $ 70,400.00 to average $ 2,070 per head. The High selling lot
was a bred heifer from Strait Ranches from Carrizo Springs, Texas that sold
to Blackjack Oaks Ranch in Washington, Texas for $ 5,000.00. Blackjack
Oaks also donated Legacy Lot I, an open heifer that went to Strait Ranches
for $ 2,500.00. The Legacy Lot program is a fundraising effort of the Santa
Gertrudis Foundation with the purpose of funding research and education
projects that are beneficial to the Santa Gertrudis breed. Thank you to all of
the consignors and buyers for coming to this year’s sale.
A big thank you goes out to retiring board members, Joe Fauth, Debbie
Townsend and John Kiker, for all of their years of service to Mid-Coast and
congratulations to Jason Miller for joining the board. Officers for this year
are; Allen Grainger – President, David Moran – Vice President and Allen
Ginnard – Secretary/Treasurer.

The Houston Livestock Show and International Super Sale is fast approaching. Debbie Townsend is the Chairman of this year’s sale and Richard Graham Hood with American Marketing Services is the sale manager. Another
exceptional group of screened cattle will be offered. If you have not attended the International Super Sale in the past, you don’t want to miss out this
year, so make plans now to attend. We could use more volunteers to help
at the Aisle Party and Super Sale. If you can help, please call Debbie Townsend.

Patti Urbanosky Ermis

Immediately following the sale, there will be a dinner and dance to benefit
the Santa Gertrudis Foundation. Debbie Townsend will be putting this together and we invite everyone to join in the festivities. I’ve heard there are
going to be door prizes and raffle items at the Foundation dinner, as well.

pattiurb77@yahoo.com

I hope everyone has a prosperous 2018 and hope to see you in Houston.

979-337-4151

agrainger@aol.com
936-870-6410

Judy Wallace

With Warmest Regards,

jagwallace@hotmail.com

Allen Grainger

979-324-5326

President, Mid Coast Santa Gertrudis Association
979-337-4151
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From the Desk of …

John Ford,
SGBI Executive Director
The beef industry is changing and breed associations are no longer simply registration organizations. In today’s business climate long-term beef breed association sustainability depends on 3 items:

Photo courtesy of SGBI Magazine

1) storing, managing, and providing oversight to the breed’s data and records
2) developing and maintaining a cutting-edge genetic evaluation that allows members and their cattle buying customers to make profitable breeding decisions, and
3) distributing the most current genetic and breed-specific information to membership and industry partners in an efficient and timely fashion.

Simply stated, beef breed associations store and process tremendous amounts of data used for large-scale genetic
evaluation impacting every animal in the organization’s database. Technology rules the day.
How does a small breed association like SGBI stay ahead in a beef industry that has become driven by genomics as
well as other cutting-edge technology? The answer, RESEARCH. For beef breeds to remain viable in today’s technology driven world, research is essential. Research is an investment which transforms future capabilities into new
products, processes, and genetic tools. Our competitors recognize the value of research and have numerous projects
on-going at universities and facilities across the country that focus on animal profitability as well as the development
of tools and processes that support daily functions. Most all projects ultimately benefit the entire industry but we
must be honest, the greatest benefit is to the organizations that first capture, utilize, and release new technology,
processes, and information.
SGBI has been fortunate, our association was the first beef breed to adopt the single-step genetic model for incorporating DNA into the breed’s genetic evaluation. We were at the right place at the right time and the breed has benefited from being the first to utilize the single-step system that is being recognized as the most effective method for
including DNA information into EPDs. Moving forward we can’t depend on luck to stay ahead of the pack, we must
invest in research. The Santa Gertrudis Foundation was formed in 2008 to enhance the breed’s research efforts. Research related to heterosis, heat tolerance, feed efficiency, cow efficiency and carcass quality are just a few of the
area’s needing our breed’s attention. However, research takes money and that is why support of the Santa Gertrudis
Foundation is so very important.
The Santa Gertrudis Foundation, is a not for profit 501c (3) research and education entity with the purpose of funding meaningful research for the Santa Gertrudis breed. Under the guidance and leadership of Allen Grainger and
Paul Burrough, the Foundation initiated Every Cow Has a Legacy program earlier this year. The program allows SGBI
members to support breed identified research projects by donating the proceeds of a cull cow(s) to the foundation. Help
support the research activities needed to advance the breed
today and in the future by donating the proceeds from a cull
cow(s) to the Santa Gertrudis Foundation. In today’s beef
business climate, it is easier to stay ahead than to catch up.
Let’s make sure our breed stays out front. For more information on the Foundation or the “Every Cow Has a Legacy”
program, contact me at (361) 592-9357.
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International Super Sale
Aisle Party @ 4:00 pm
A time to “socialize in the
stalls”
just prior to the Sale
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Be part of the Excitement!

We still need volunteers to help at the Mid-Coast Aisle Party and Super Sale
during the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.
Please contact Debbie Townsend at (979) 541-4989 if we can count on you!
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From the Mid-Coast Annual Meeting and
Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale
October 27 and 28, 2017

MID-COAST CATTLEMAN’S OPPORTUNITY SALE
Oct. 28, 2017 | Industry, TX
SALE AVERAGES: 34 lots - $2,070
The high-selling lot, a bred heifer, SR 102/5, was consigned by Strait Ranches, Carrizo Springs, Texas, and was sold to Blackjack
Oaks Ranch, Washington, Texas, for $5,000. The Legacy Lot No. 1, an open heifer, BJO Tiny Dancer, was consigned by Blackjack
Oaks Ranch, Allen and Karen Ginnard, Washington, Texas, and was sold to Strait Ranches, Carrizo Springs, Texas, for $2,500.
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News from your Cattle Rattle Editor…
Hello Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association Members and Friends!
I hope your 2018 is going well so far, and that this year far surpasses your greatest hopes and dreams for yourself and those
you love.
You have my apologies for the fact that this Cattle Rattle is so late. This edition is usually published in November or December, and I had plans to publish it in those months. However, some of the content was delayed in getting to me (you know
how the mail was after ‘Harvey’), and then the holidays came. Now, while I love the holidays — and especially Christmas, I
can tell you that getting ready for Christmas for the 45+ people in our family just isn’t conducive to also publishing the Cattle
Rattle. Also (and you probably guessed it!), I still didn’t have all of the content! SO, I changed this edition to be called the
‘Winter 2017 / 2018 Edition, and it will be followed shortly (probably March) by the 1Q 2018 Cattle Rattle. Bear with me —
forgive me — just don’t give up on me!
Several of you have asked about Billy Eubanks’ daughter, Jessica, who had cancer last year and who we listed in the Cattle
Rattle on a few occasions for thoughts and prayers. Billy is very pleased to let us know that Jessica’s scans are all clear! Such
great news!! The Eubanks / Burgin family would like to thank all the Mid-Coast family for your prayers and support through
this journey!

And regarding our dear Carroll, the Myers family and Billy appreciate all the prayers, the calls, the text messages and the
offers for help. In times like this, the true heroes step forward. Please continue your prayers as Carroll fights the battle. To
all of the Myers family—including Billy, our hearts are with you!
Members, if you missed the message at the bottom of page 5, please go back and pay special attention to this request for
help. Debbie tirelessly coordinates the Mid-Coast Super Sale and associated activities at the HLSR each year, and she could
really use our help. Please call Debbie at (979) 541-4989 if you can volunteer in any capacity!
Blessings to all,
-Karen

Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association Members,
Please take the time to join or renew your
Mid-Coast Membership today.
You can use the form at the end of this newsletter
(also available on our website)
Or...
Renew on-line on the membership page on our website at
https://midcoastsantagertrudis.com.
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Mid-Coast Jr. News
Winter 2017/2018

Upcoming Events

Hello Mid-Coast juniors

January 21st - Fort Worth Stock
Show and Rodeo; Jr. SG Heifer
Show

I know most of you know me, but for the ones who don’t, my name is Heather Stenson and I will
serve as your Junior President for 2017-2018. I took over as Junior president in October at the
Mid-Coast annual meeting. I want to take this opportunity to give a special shout out to my friend
and our past Junior President, Emaline Robinson. She was a wonderful Junior President and did
an amazing job for us last year.

Feb. 11th - San Angelo Stock
Show and Rodeo; Jr. SG Heifer
Show
Feb. 16th - San Antonio Livestock Exposition; Jr. SG Heifer
Show
Mar. 10th - Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo; Jr. SG Heifer
Show

Mar. 24th - Rodeo Austin Livestock Show; Jr. SG Heifer Show
Apr. 28th - Norval and Anna
Sells Mid-Coast SG Show; Navasota, TX
June 23-30th - National Junior
Santa Gertrudis Show,
Texarkana, AR

I know Hurricane Harvey was a challenge for many of our members. I hope this finds everyone
effected by that terrible storm recovering and that all of you are having a great school year so far. I
am sure you are like me -- crazy busy with homework, extra-curricular, 4-H, FFA and of course our
beloved Gerts!
Congrats to all of you who showed at Heart of Texas and State Fair of Texas. I had a great time
showing at State Fair and enjoyed catching up with everyone. I am so proud to be a part of this
breed that I love and have so many people in my life that share that same love of our wonderful
breed, Santa Gertrudis.
This has been a great year for Mid-Coast. We had a successful sale in October for our affiliate. I
wanted to thank everyone who showed up and participated at the annual meeting and at the sale!
Everyone’s support means so much to me and I am so grateful everyone had the chance to come
out. We earned $565.00 in the junior bake sale which is going to help fund our junior programs. I
want to say a special thank you to everyone who donated baked goods for the bake sale, and
everyone who brought calves into the sale for the affiliate. Your support means a lot to the affiliate, and to me.
I am so excited about the upcoming Fort Worth Livestock Show and Rodeo, and the other spring
major shows that follow. It’s time to start thinking about hotel reservations, health papers, trimming hooves and clipping our cattle.
As a reminder, your SGBI membership dues will be checked at all the major shows. Please check
to be sure your SGBI membership dues are paid as we must be a member in good standing in
order to show our beautiful red cattle at all the Texas major shows.

We will be having a social at HLSR again this year. Your Junior Board is already busy making plans and we are looking for fresh ideas and
volunteers to help make it the best junior social yet.
Also, our Mid- Coast annual junior meeting and show is scheduled for April. This is a great time to get our cattle out before Junior Nationals
in June. We always have a great time with our Gert family. It is going to be another great show with great prizes.
Our affiliate has a website. You can pay your dues online if you wish. Speaking of dues; Mid-Coast dues are due January 1st . Here is the link
to the website:
https://midcoastsantagertrudis.com
There is a special section for Juniors. If you have not already take a minute and check out the junior page on the website. There are a lot of
great pictures posted there of all of us having fun and doing what we love.
This year, the Junior Nationals are going to be held June 23 - June 30 at Four States Fair Grounds in Texarkana, Arkansas, and they are
planning some great things for us. This year’s theme is “Gert Times across State Lines”. If you have never been to Junior Nationals we hope
you will join us this year. It is a great week spent with friends while participating in the many fun events, and of course showing our cattle.
Some of my best friends and memories were made at Junior Nationals. There is a Facebook page for the show that will be updated soon
with lots of good information. So, be sure to find the show’s page and like it. The page is called 2018 National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show.
I hope everyone has a joyful holiday season with your family and friends. It is my hope that 2017 was a blessed year for you and your family.
I don’t know about you but I am looking forward to a fantastic 2018. I can’t wait to see my Gert family next year in Fort Worth, have some
friendly competition and show off our beautiful red cattle.

Heather Stenson
Junior president
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Mid-Coast Junior Santa Gertrudis Association
Fall Fundraiser
A Bake Sale / Silent Auction was held in conjunction with the Mid-Coast
Association Annual Meeting and Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale on
October 27-28 in Industry, Texas.
Juniors donated home-baked items for purchase to help support the MidCoast Junior Santa Gertrudis Association, and particularly the expenses
associated with their junior show and the national show display.
Thank you so much to all who made and donated wonderful sweet treats and
to those generous supporters who bid on these items and purchased them
with generous donations. This auction raised $565.00.

Bakers
Caydi Blaha
Shelby Ferguson
Demi Harrington
Kenley Kincannon
Parker and Logan Mason
Madison and Dawson Moran
Cole Schmitt
Hagan and Sierra Sebesta
Landon Stem
Heather Stenson

Purchasers (thank you!)
Don Dreyer – Four County Auction
Duane and Patti Ermis
Curtis and Kathy Fuchs
Allen and Karen Ginnard, Nai
Ginnard
Gene and Nancy Kubecka
Richard Sebesta
Cheryl Spencer
Jerome and Jane Urbanosky
Nancy Wunderlich
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From the Mid-Coast Annual Meeting Junior Bake Sale
October 27 and 28, 2017

Visit our website at http://midcoastsantagertrudis.com
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And more from the Juniors at the Mid-Coast Annual Meeting
and
Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale
October 27 and 28, 2017
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Graduating Seniors!!
The Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis
Association scholarship application will soon be available on the Mid-Coast website at
(midcoastsantagertrudis.com)!!
Get ready to start your application
process now!
Due April 1, 2018!!!
For information, call:
Judy Wallace at (979) 324-5326

Don’t forget that your

2018 Mid-Coast Junior Membership renewal
is due!
Renew now to ensure eligibility
for Junior Show entries!

Renew on-line on the Membership page at
http://midcoastsantagertrudis.com, or use the form
on the following page

Don’t forget to look for us on our Facebook site...
https://www.facebook.com/midcoastsantagertrudis

and..
Look on our Association website Home Page at http://midcoastsantagertrudis.com
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Mid-Coast Brand Ads

John Kiker
www.bierifarms.com

All members have
the opportunity to
advertise by placing
your business card in
our newsletter for a
nominal fee of $60.00
per year. A form for
2018 participants is
on our Mid-Coast
Santa Gertrudis Association website on
the News page, and
under the Forms section.

24081 Jones Rd.
Hempstead, TX 77445
Phone & Fax: (979) 826-8329
j.w.k.1934@gmail.com
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Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association
Karen Ginnard, Editor
15300 McCraven School Rd.
Washington, TX 77880

Coming Events

2018

Visit us at: www.midcoastsantagertrudis.com

Jan. 21st

-

Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo Jr. SG Heifer Show; Fort Worth, TX

Jan. 31st – Feb. 2nd

-

Cattle Industry Convention and NCBA Trade Show; Phoenix, AZ

Feb. 10th

-

Banners & Buckles Prospect Sale; Jackson, MS

Feb. 11th

-

San Angelo Stock Show and Rodeo Jr. SG Heifer Show; San Angelo, TX

Feb. 12th

-

Dixie National Open SG Show; Dixie Nat’l Livestock Show; Jackson, MS

Feb. 16th

-

San Antonio Livestock Exposition Jr. SG Heifer Show; San Antonio, TX

Feb. 27th – Mar. 18th

-

Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo; Houston, TX

Mar. 2nd

-

Mid-Coast 2018 International Super Sale; Houston, TX

Mar. 2nd

-

Santa Gertrudis Foundation Fundraiser; Houston, TX

Mar. 3rd

-

Santa Gertrudis International Show; Houston, TX

Mar. 10th

-

HLSR Jr. SG Heifer Show; Houston, TX

Mar. 14th-17th

-

SGBI Annual Meeting; Tulsa, OK

Mar. 22nd

-

Super American Bull Sale; Bloomington, TX

Mar. 24th

-

Santa Gertrudis Bluebonnet Classic Sale; Hallettsville, TX

Mar. 24th

-

Rodeo Austin Livestock Show Jr. SG Heifer Show; Austin, TX

Apr. 7th

-

Red Doc Red Hot Bull Sale; Bosque, NM

Apr. 28th

-

Crimson Classic Sale; Cullman, AL

Apr. 28th

-

Norval and Anna Sells Mid-Coast Jr. SG Show; Navasota, TX

June 23rd-30th

-

National Jr. SG Show; Texarkana, AR

