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Hello Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association Members, 

 
The turnout for our annual meeting held at Prasek’s Hillje Smokehouse in 

El Campo on August 18, 2018 was exceptional!  We had in over of 70 

members in attendance for this meeting, that included adult and junior 

members.  The juniors are the future of our breed and it was exciting to see 

them interacting with our adult members.   Thank you to everyone that at-

tended the meeting!  Special thanks to the Townsend, Blaha and Carleston 

families for coordinating and hosting this event!  It was an enjoyable even-

ing shared by all in attendance! 

 
Here are few updates from the meeting.   Retiring board members were 

Billy Eubanks, Allen Grainger and Judy Wallace.   New board members 

elected are Lisa Barrett, Cindy Blaha, Kyle Kincannon and Joseph Kirkland 

and all will serve a three year term.   Neal Schuleman and Patti Urbanosky 

Ermis were re-elected for a second 3 year term.  Mid-Coast officers elected 

for 2018-2019 are as follows:  David Moran - President, Patti Urbanosky 

Ermis - Vice President, Allen Ginnard - Treasurer and Lisa Barrett - Secre-

tary.  We sincerely thank those board members who have served and wel-

come and congratulate the new members and officers who have agreed to 

volunteer their time and talents with this organization. 

 
Special thanks to our SGBI President Jerome Urbanosky and Junior Mem-

ber Madison Moran for their speeches during the meeting.  Jerome provid-

ed updates on SGBI, including where we are currently and where we are 

heading in the future along with what is needed to get us there.   During his 

speech, he discussed how far our breed has come and how much recogni-

tion we are receiving from other breeds.   Madison was the Junior speech 

champion at the 2018 Junior Nationals in Texarkana and delivered her 

winning speech to all in attendance about the positive attributes from 

showing Santa Gertrudis cattle and being a NJSGA member.  I would also 

like to congratulate again our Breeder of the Year recipients Allen and Ka-

ren Ginnard of Blackjack Oaks Ranch.   Not only do they work hard to raise 

quality Santa Gertrudis Cattle, but they give many hours of support finan-

cially and in the volunteer work they do to Mid-Coast and all of its mem-

bers. 

     

Finally, during our new business, we had an in-depth discussion about our 

Annual Opportunity Sale, which is headed by our Sale Chairman Matt Ku-

bena.  He spoke about the challenges experienced during the last two 

years that caused us to cancel both of the sales, which included drought 

and Hurricane Harvey.  He discussed and questioned what is needed from 

A Message from your President, David Moran... 

President’s Letter — Continued on Page 3... 
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 From the Desk of …            

  John Ford, 

    SGBI Executive Director  

 

The ability to identify, with confidence, cattle that fit an operation’s production envi-
ronment has never been greater and is playing a significant role in strengthening 
industry demand for superior genetics. This is certainly true for the Santa Gertrudis 
breed and confirmed by the results of recent sales and transactions. The demand for 
profitable bulls and females, validated by SGBI’s genetic evaluation, continues to 
grow and the prices being paid are easily surpassing or rivaling those of other 
breeds.  
 

Animal selection has always been dependent on visual appraisal and this practice remains an important component 
in beef improvement. However, the use of Santa Gertrudis Breeders International’s genetic evaluation is the most 
powerful tool available to SGBI members for the measurement of economically relevant traits. SGBI’s genetic evalu-
ation (selection and breeding tools) provides the information needed for association members to increase the pro-
portion of genes having the desired effect on traits of importance that impact their operations and their cattle buy-
ing customer’s operations. As producers of seedstock we must recognize our operation’s cattle are not measured by 
appearance but by the performance of their offspring. The seedstock we market are simply the instruments used by 
our customers to make genetic improvement and enhance calf crop profitability. SGBI’s genetic evaluation provides 
the information needed to make sound breeding decisions that validate animal performance.  
  
EPDs serve as the foundation for SGBI’s evaluation tools. A good understanding of Expected Progeny Differences and 
how they work will result in beef operations accomplishing their breeding objectives. As I visit with members, I am 
often asked to define a good EPD or a good number. I like to stress there is not a “good” or a “bad” EPD. EPDs are to 
be used to select for more or less of a trait with the goal of finding the optimum trait(s) for an operation’s environ-
ment and marketing scheme.  What might be a good EPD for an improved pasture operation is not necessarily a 
good EPD for an operation breeding cattle in an arid desert environment. EPDs and selection indexes are to be used 
for breeding cattle that fit each individual production environment and marketing scheme. 
  
Earlier this year, SGBI developed a handbook, A Cattleman’s Guide to Genetic Selection Tools, that accompanied 
TSCRA’s magazine, THE CATTLEMAN, bull buyer’s issue.  The booklet, sent to 20,000+ commercial cattlemen in 48 
states, served as a breed promotional piece and an educational tool, providing information on SGBI’s comprehensive 
and reliable genetic evaluation. This handbook, along with the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International Data Collec-
tion and Submission Resource Guide, sent to all SGBI members in the summer are great resource guides that can as-
sist SGBI members in navigating the ins and outs of utilizing the association’s genetic evaluation and support tools. 
Purebred producers must always remember, a seedstock operation’s only purpose is to drive genetic change by de-
veloping bulls and females with traits that add value for all industry sectors. Utilizing SGBI’s genetic evaluation en-
sures that our cattle deliver the traits needed for profitability. SANTA GERTRUDIS ARE DATA DRIVEN AND PROFIT 
PROVEN.   

Photo courtesy of SGBI Magazine 
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our membership to make the sale “great again”.  Matt is working hard again this year to come up with new ideas to make the 

sale happen.  We hope you will consider consigning cattle and supporting this endeavor! 

 
A few dates have been agreed upon to share for upcoming events in 2019.   The Mid-Coast Opportunity Sale will take place in 

Brenham Texas at the Washington County Fairgrounds on the weekend of May 10th and 11th.   More details and consignment 

forms are included in this newsletter.   If you are interested in consigning cattle to this sale, please contact Matt Kubena. 

  

Juniors, please mark your calendars for the weekend of May 17th, as this will be the date of the 2019 Mid-Coast Junior Show, 

which will be held in Navasota again this year.  More details will be forthcoming as they become available.  We are hoping to 

incorporate a field day event or tour, a meal, the annual junior meeting and the junior show. 

 
Also, with the planning of the SGBI National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show in Bryan, Texas, we will be counting on our Mid-Coast 

membership to help in multiple ways…in the form of donations, event planning and presence at this show to make it all hap-

pen.  Please mark your calendars for June 22-29 for this great junior event!  Sponsorship information is included in this news-

letter.  Please contact David and Christy Moran or Nancy Wunderlich on how you would like to help! 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly, or to any of the board 

members.  Thank you for your membership and involvement.  Wishing everyone has a safe and enjoy-

able holiday season and look forward to visiting with you in 2019, if not before!  
 

   Sincerely,  

   David 

   David Moran, President 

   979-251-0391 

   dmoranjr@acccins.com  

President’s Letter—Continued from Page 1... 
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Consignment Forms on following pages. 

mailto:dmoranjr@acccins.com
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 International Super Sale Consignment Form—Page 1 of 4 
Consignments due January 4th, 2019!! 
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International Super Sale Consignment Form—Page 2 of 4 
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International Super Sale Consignment Form—Page 3 of 4 
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International Super Sale Consignment Form—Page 4 of 4 
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Meet Director and Secretary Lisa Barrett 
 

     Hello, my name is Lisa Barrett. I live in 

Sealy, Texas along with my husband Scott 

Hauerland and two sons, Cody who is twen-

ty-five, and Cory who is sixteen. I am em-

ployed with Sealy ISD as the high school 

attendance clerk. I was born and raised on 

a small farm in Sealy where I currently re-

side on the homeplace.  

     Growing up on a small farm, my parents raised cattle, sheep 

along with other small farm animals. I was always the first one 

outside to make sure all the animals were fine. My love for ani-

mals has continued into my adult life and I have been able to 

pass that love and passion onto my children.   

     My family was introduced to the NJSGA seven years ago 

where we attended our first Jr. National Show in Gonzales, Loui-

siana and my son Cory joined the Mid-Coast Association at that 

time. Our love for the Santa Gertrudis Breed started in Gonza-

les, Louisiana and has continued since. 

     As a former business owner in which I taught twirling, cheer-

leading, and gymnastics, I have spent many hours working with 

the youth and would love to share my ideas to help the Mid-

Coast Association grow and become the best association it can 

be.  

Meet Director Cindy Carleston 
Blaha 

 

Cindy Blaha, formerly Cindy Carleston, 

grew up showing Santa Gertrudis 

cattle and has been involved with the 

Mid Coast Santa Gertrudis Associa-

tion for many years.  As a junior mem-

ber of the Mid Coast Junior Santa 

Gertrudis Association, she served as 

an officer for several years.  She held 

the position of President during the time the 1st Mid Coast Heifer 

Show was organized.  Cindy was also involved with the National 

Junior Santa Gertrudis Association.  She showed the 1st National 

Champion heifer in Waco, Texas in 1978.  Mid Coast has always 

played a big part of Cindy’s upbringing.  Her dad, John Carleston 

was instrumental in organizing the Norval & Anna Sells Mid-Coast 

Heifer Show.  In addition, along with Helen his wife they managed 

the show for many years. 

Cindy attended Wharton County Junior College and Texas A & M 

University.  She received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Agricul-

tural Education.  Cindy works at the Wharton County Youth Fair as 

the Fair Coordinator and has been employed with them since 

2001.  Cindy and her husband Bud live in El Campo, Texas.  They 

have 2 children Clint age 26 and Caydi age 17.  Both children 

were and still are involved with the Mid Coast Junior Association as 

well as the National Junior Santa Gertrudis Association.  Caydi is 

currently a director on the junior board.  

Biographies 

“Three words summarize how to lead during this period of uncertainty; reexamine, reaffirm, and refocus.  Reexamine the facts 

by studying all sources of information.  Reaffirm your position and clarify your purpose.  Refocus your time and energy on things 

within your control.  In my opinion, great leaders do not ‘change the way they lead’ based on outside circumstances.  The leader 

needs to be the source of positive energy and the beacon signaling proper direction to the organization.  Be engaged, be authentic, 

be passionate, be confident, be purposeful, be a leader!” 

-Ron Dunford, President of Schreiber Foods 

Meet your newest Directors voted into the Board at the annual 
meeting on August 18, 2018... 
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Meet Director and Vice-President 
Patti Urbanosky Ermis  

 

 
Hello everyone, my name is Patti Ur-

banosky Ermis and I was recently re-

elected onto the Mid Coast Board. I 

currently serve as your Vice President 

and have previously served as the 

Youth Advisor. I grew up heavily in-

volved in the breed, and have continued raising and showing 

Santa Gertrudis cattle with my family. I started showing Santa 

Gertrudis cattle at the age of 8 years old and was a Jr. Member 

of the Mid Coast Association. I was the recipient of the Mid 

Coast Scholarship in 1994 and served as the Secretary on the 

Jr. Board and as a Director on the National Junior Board as well 

as National Santa Gertrudis Queen.  Duane, Landon and I re-

side in Navasota, Texas. I truly look forward to working with 

each of you to grow this wonderful organization and ensure that 

Mid Coast remains stronger than ever.  

Meet Director Kyle Kincannon 
 

 

Kyle Kincannon lives in West Co-

lumbia, TX  with his wife of 12 

years, Jenny, and their three chil-

dren, Kenley (10), Karsyn (6), and 

Kolt (2). Kyle works for an Engi-

neering firm in Houston in the 

Civil/Structural Department where 

he designs structures in the Petro-Chemical industry. Kyle 

has been affiliated with Mid-Coast Association since 1994 

and raises his own herd of Santa Gertrudis cattle. Kyle and 

Jenny currently have one Junior member in their household 

but will soon have two others following closely behind in 

age. Kyle’s oldest daughter is currently serving as the Mid-

Coast and National Junior Santa Gertrudis Princess and is 

active in NJSGA. Kyle’s goal as a Mid-Coast board member 

would be to enhance Mid-Coast events such as meetings, 

sales, junior events, etc. in any way he can contribute to the 

good of the affiliate and the Santa Gertrudis breed.  

Meet Director Joseph Kirkland 
 

Joseph M. Kirkland served as Vice Presi-

dent for Academic Affairs at Lamar State 

College­-Orange from July 2009 until July 

31, 2014, when he retired after 41 years 

in higher education.  Kirkland holds a 

Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in 

English from Sam Houston State Universi-

ty in Huntsville, TX.  He completed a PH. 

D. degree in English from Texas Christian University.  While at TCU, 

Kirkland was a University Fellow.  

 

A veteran, Dr. Kirkland served for six years as an officer in the Unit-

ed States Army, serving a tour in Viet Nam (1967-1968) and teach-

ing military science at Texas A&I University (now Texas A&M-

Kingsville).  

 

Joe’s wife, Cheryl Spencer and her family have been active with the 

Santa Gertrudis breed for many years.  Her Grandfather, Mr. J. Wil-

liam Oliphint was an early Santa Gertrudis breeder.  Her Father, A. 

Carl Spencer, continued the herd and his younger children showed 

Santa Gertrudis steers and heifers as children and high school 

students.  Cheryl has continued the family tradition of having Santa 

Gertrudis Cows.  Cheryl and Joe have spent the past few years im-

proving their commercial herd of Santa Gertrudis cows.   

Meet Director Neal Schuleman 
 

Hello Mid-Coast members! 

 

My name is Neal Schuleman and I have been 

asked to fill a vacancy on the Mid-Coast 

board. I live in Navasota with my wife of 40 

years. We have 4 daughters and 6 grandchil-

dren. I’m a retired lieutenant with the Bryan 

fire Department and currently own and oper-

ate Navasota Fire and Safety.  My family and I 

have been involved in raising and showing Santa Gertrudis 

cattle for about 30 years.  We became involved with the breed 

when one of my older daughters caught a scramble heifer.  

Over the years we have had had the honor of showing great 

cattle from other breeders as well as our own and have been 

fortunate to win several majors shows and division champion-

ships at these shows and the Junior nationals over the years.  

All my children and grandkids have shown Santa Gertrudis cat-

tle and hopefully the last 2 will show when they get old enough.  

We have been involved with Mid-Coast since we began showing 

and I already served on the board for 2 terms previously. I 

would like to see the Association grow in the future, and I see 

great things ahead as more cattlemen look to Santa Gertrudis 

genetics to improve their herds. I would also like to see more 

youth involved as I feel we have one of the best Junior Associa-

tions in the industry.  

Meet your newest Directors voted into the Board at the annual 
meeting on August 18, 2018... 
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Many thanks to Four J Cattle (the Justiss family!) 

 
Four J Cattle (the Justiss family) have made the very first do-

nation to the 2019 National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show in 
recognition of the artistry of Mary Moczygemba and the sup-
port of LMR Farms (LeRoy and Mary Moczygemba).  The bull in 
the stained glass picture was done from a photograph of Four J 
Jason 15/088, an AI son of Never Before. 
 
The 2019 National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show will be hosted 
by the Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association.  Mid-Coast ap-
preciates the support of the junior organization and this great 
event!  Mid-Coast is making a difference!   

Mid-Coast 2019 Breeder of the Year 
 

Blackjack Oaks Ranch (Allen and Karen Ginnard) were 
awarded the honor of Mid-Coast 2019 Breeder of the 
Year at the August Annual Meeting.  The award was 
granted in honor of the service Allen and Karen have  
given to support the breed and the Mid-Coast Santa  

Gertrudis Association. 
 

Allen acknowledges that he and Karen are breeders who 
have learned a lot during the time they’ve raised Gerts, 
and while they never hope to compete with the huge 

ranches, they want to raise excellent stock utilizing the 
already great genetics established in the breed. 

     From your Mid-Coast Association... 
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Photos from the annual meeting… 
 

(Read the full meeting minutes on your Mid-Coast Association Website News 
page in the Current News section at 

https://midcoastsantagertrudis.com/news/ !) 
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Opportunity Sale Update from the August 18, 2018 Mid-Coast Annual Meeting… 
 

It should come as no surprise to anyone in our membership that Mid-Coast has experienced challenges with 
our Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale over the past two years.  At the Mid-Coast annual meeting, President Da-
vid Moran discussed the impact of Hurricane Harvey on our 2017 and 2018 Opportunity Sales, and how the 
hurricane devastated our 2017 sale and caused postponement of our 2018 sale.  He introduced Board 
Member and Opportunity Sale Chairman Matt Kubena to discuss the new date for the next Cattleman’s Op-
portunity Sale. 
 
Matt advised that we have moved the Opportunity Sale to May 10th and 11th in Brenham, Texas.  He said 
that all cattle will be screened before the sale, and all bulls will be gain-tested.  There will be new, higher 
standards for consigning cattle, including providing calving records.  The intent is to insure the quality and 
information is available to drive a good sale.   
 
During open discussion from the floor, SGBI President Jerome Urbanosky encouraged the membership to 
bring their best animals to the sale, not just the ones they no longer want.  Participating in the sale is an 
opportunity to build your reputation, and you do that by showing people your best breeding or show stock.  
Jerome feels that by taking the steps we’re taking to improve the sale, we’ll see the Mid-Coast Opportunity 
Sale draw serious breeders and buyers again. 
 
Mid-Coast Members:  This is a great opportunity to sell your best cattle and show the Gert community what 
Mid-Coast breeders have accomplished in excellence for the breed.  With the changes and dedication from 
Matt Kubena and the rest of the Board of Directors, we can see this sale become one of the best again  —  
but we can only do it with your help!  Please see consignment forms on the following pages, and bring your 
stock to the sale! 
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Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale Consignment Form—Page 1 of 2 
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Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale Consignment Form—Page 1 of 2 
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Howdy Mid-Coast Juniors! 

 

Although the majority of you already know me very 

well, I will reintroduce myself for those whom I’ve 

not had the opportunity to meet. My name is Shel-

by Ferguson and I am your new 2018-19 Mid-Coast 

Santa Gertrudis Junior President! I am a junior at 

Texas A&M University, studying Plant & Environ-

mental Soil Sciences and Turfgrass Science. I have 

been showing and actively involved in the Santa 

Gertrudis breed since 2014. Currently, I am on the 

National Junior Board of Directors and am your National Secretary. 

 

Over the last year, we were represented in a great way by our previous Junior Presi-

dent, Heather Stenson. She led us through major shows, the Mid-Coast Warm-up 

Show and into Junior Nationals in Texarkana, Arkansas. We are all grateful for her 

time and dedication to our affiliate. From all of us in Mid-Coast, “Thank you, 

Heather!”. 

 

Major show season has begun as we have already completed Heart of Texas and 

State Fair of Texas. Sadly, I was not able to attend either major show as I was partici-

pating in an internship in Montana during this time. I wish I could have been there to 

support our affiliate and watch everyone have a great time. A huge congratulations to 

those who participated and represented Mid-Coast at both shows! We are so proud of each and every one of you. 

 

Registrations for the Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo were due November 15 for both the junior and open shows. The 

deadlines for the Houston Livestock Show Junior and Open Shows are December 1 and January 5, respectively. Please 

be sure to get your entries in on time so that you are able to participate in these shows. Mid-Coast always has a wonder-

ful time and is well represented at both shows. If you have any questions regarding registration, health papers, hauling, 

hotels, etc. please feel free to reach out and ask! 

 

We had a great turnout at our annual meeting in El Campo this August. With over twenty junior members there, we had 

great junior representation for our affiliate. The bake sale/junior silent auction was also held in El Campo during our 

annual meeting. I have to say- WOW! What great support we had from our members, juniors and supporters. We raised 

almost $1000 through our sale. A huge “THANK YOU!” to all who participated in this fundraiser. 

 

As 2019 approaches, we are starting to get even closer to our next Junior Nationals. Mid-Coast will be hosting and run-

ning the show this year in College Station, Texas- WHOOP! The show will be held at the Brazos County Expo June 22-29. 

Please consider volunteering on some of our committees to help the show run smoothly. We need all hands-on deck to 

make for a great show. We have numerous fundraising and volunteer opportunities, big or small. I’d encourage each 

and every member and junior member of Mid-Coast to take part in helping put our show together. This is a rewarding 

and exciting project for everyone! 

  

I am looking forward to spring majors and getting to see everyone! Please reach out if you need help with anything or 

have any questions beforehand. I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s this holiday sea-

son. 

Thanks and Gig ‘em! 

              Shelby Ferguson 
 

Mid-Coast Jr. News 
December 2018 

Upcoming Events 
 

2019 
*January 27th — Ft. Worth Live-
stock Show 
*February 15th — San Antonio 
Livestock Show 
*March 7th — Houston Live-
stock Show 
*March 30th — Austin Livestock 
Show 
*May 18th—19th — Norval and 
Anna Sells Mid-Coast Junior 
Show; Navasota, TX 
*June 22nd – 29th, 2019 -  
2019 SGBI National Junior Santa 
Gertrudis Show; Brazos County 
Expo Center; Bryan, TX 
*July 28th—August 1 — 
GOALS—Gerts Ongoing Ad-
vanced Leadership Summit; Es-
tes Park, CO 

Visit our website at http://midcoastsantagertrudis.com 



17  

 

Shelby Taylor Kenley Madison Parker 

Laura Kenley Taylor Parker Madison Shelby 

 

 

The Mid-Coast Juniors would like to thank the  
Mid-Coast Junior Santa Gertrudis Association 

2018 Bake Sale Silent Auction Fundraiser Donors and Buyers! 
 

Held at the Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association Annual Meeting, El Campo, Texas 
August 18, 2018 

 

 

Total Profit = $946.00 

Item Name Donor Name Purchaser Name 

Dewberry Pie Landon Stem Patti Ermis 

Chocolate Peanut Clusters Landon Stem Karen Ginnard 

Sugar Cookies Laura Zibilski Allen Ginnard 

Homemade Bread Laura Zibilski Jason Miller 
Decorated Cupcakes Alyssa Jones Kris Wunderlich 

Vanilla Bundt Cake Canyon Jones Dawson Moran 

Brownies Hayden Jones Parker Mason 

Dill Pickles Calvin Wunderlich Townsend Family 

Dill Pickles Calvin Wunderlich Jason Miller 
Decorated Cookies Caydi Blaha Townsend Family 

Pecan Pie Madison Moran Jerome Urbanosky 

Chocolate Chip Cookies Dawson Moran Joe & Sherry Fauth 

Carrot Cake Logan Mason Curtis & Kathy Fuchs 

Red Velvet Cake Parker Mason Lisa Barrett 
Brownies Re’Ana & Macie Villanueva Zoe Justiss 

Brownies Tate Villanueva Cindy Blaha 

Cookie Munch Kenley Kincannon Cristi Harrington 

Chocolate Kahlua Cake Kenley Kincannon Matt Kubena 

Chocolate Sheet Cake Helen Carleston Nancy Wunderlich 

Sock It To Me Bundt Cake Helen Carleston Jason Miller 
Meat & Cheese Basket Demi Harrington Jason Miller 
Misc. cash donations n/a Joseph Kirkland 

Misc. cash donations n/a Allen Ginnard 

Thank you! 
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2019 National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show 
 

June 22 - 29th, 2019 
 

Bryan, TX 
 

Encouraging ALL Mid-Coast Junior members to participate and 
ALL Mid-Coast members to help us host this great junior event! 

 

Please contact David or Christy Moran or Nancy Wunderlich  
with questions or offers of help. 

2019 Annual Norval and Anna Sells 
Mid-Coast Junior Santa Gertrudis Show 

 
May 18 -19th, 2019 

 

Grimes County Fairgrounds; Navasota, TX 
 

Tentative Schedule: Friday, May 17th - Cattle enter fairgrounds  
   late afternoon.  
 
   Saturday, May 18th - Cattle checked in;  
   Junior meeting and possible Affiliate meal. 
 
   Sunday, May 19th - Junior show. 

2019 GOALS -  
Gerts Ongoing Advanced Leadership 

Summit 
 

 
For National Junior Santa Gertrudis Association Members age 13+ 

 
July 28th - August 1st, 2019 

 

Estes Park, CO 
 

Look for information soon in the SG USA magazine! 
 

Contact Christy Moran or Gale Villanueva if interested 
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We hope to see you at the  

2019 National Santa Gertrudis Show 
June 22nd—June 29th, 2019 

At the Brazos County Expo Center 
in Bryan, Texas! 

Sponsored by the Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association! ... 
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This speech was written for the Public Speaking Contest at the National Junior Santa Ger-

trudis Show in Texarkana, AR in June, 2018. Madison Moran presented this speech in 

the Junior Division where she received 1 st place in the contest of 17 juniors.  Madison 

was invited to present her speech for the benefit and enjoyment of our members at the 

2018 Mid-Coast Annual Meeting.  Great job, Madison! 

 

“From the outside looking in, you can’t understand it.  From the inside looking out, you 

can’t explain it.” 

 

“From the outside looking in, you can’t understand it. From the inside looking out, you 

can’t explain it.”  This is a quote mom shares from her college days at Texas A&M Univer-

sity. 

 

Many Aggies, including my mom, feel this way about their school. I am beginning to catch the Aggie spirit too, even at my 

young age. There is something about being an Aggie or even being in Aggieland you can’t explain with its rich traditions 

and culture. It is a legacy I hope to be a part of one day as an official Texas Aggie. 

 

Hi, my name is Madison Claire Moran. I am 12 years old and I live in Brenham, Texas.  Aggieland is a few years away for 

me, but my membership in the National Junior Santa Gertrudis Association and the connection with my cattle is now! 

Becoming a member of this organization 4 years ago was the beginning of something that is hard to explain, but I am so 

thankful that as I participate in my 5th National show I can share with you about all it has done for me. 

 

From the outside looking in, folks just don’t understand…but, from the inside looking out, it is hard to explain. But, I do 

my best to share this story over and over when I can to help explain just a bit of what these red cattle and this organiza-

tion can provide. The legacy of this fine relationship has been handed down to me for several generations…and one I 

certainly want to continue to foster. 

 

Over my short life, I have enjoyed having the opportunity to be around these red cows and this organization. My first step 

into the show ring at age 4 was to participate in Pee Wee Showmanship. And, then in 2014, I officially showed my first 

Santa Gertrudis heifer Fancy Girl at Junior Nationals. A lot has happened since then! The things I have learned, the les-

sons I have gained, the heifers I have experienced showing, the people I have met….the list goes on 

and on. The legacy continues and I can say “I am getting it!” I am truly getting what this organization can provide to so 

many! 

 

Walking in the show ring with these special animals and this special opportunity is helping me see how special these 

animals are and how they are a tool in providing amazing leadership, character building, responsibility and growth oppor-

tunities that will be catalysts of what I hope will only be the beginning of many great things to come. Many outside of our 

organization question the money and time spent on raising and showing cattle. They just don’t understand it. 

 

There are many special things about this breed and the association. First, let’s talk about the cows…from my knowledge 

gained by raising and showing cattle, I know that Santa Gertrudis cattle have many positive traits that appeal to the cat-

tleman. 

 

Some of those qualities include: 

*rapid and efficient growth – which means they grow well 

* hardiness and adaptability to harsher conditions – which mean they survive well 

*a good disposition– which means they act nice 

*and good maternal traits such as mothering and milking ability and calving ease – which 

means that they are good mommas. 

 

One really cool trait to me is that this breed is known as “America’s Origi-

nal Beef Breed”!  Can’t get much better than that! Continued…      

From the Mid-Coast Annual Meeting... 
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From the Mid-Coast Annual Meeting, continued... 
 

2018 National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show 1st Place Public Speaking Contest Winner (continued)... 
 

Now, about the kids…the exhibitors…the friends and family made by showing these cattle.  Not in a million years would I 

have dreamed of the personal development and benefits that could be had from this organization until I stepped in the 

show barn and began to meet wonderful people and opportunities. Over the last 3 years, my family and I have traveled 

with folks that we consider our Gert family. There is just something special about the bond and 

folks associated. I have had the opportunity to make friends from many states because of meeting them in this organiza-

tion. 

 

We, both junior exhibitors and their family members, are developing life-long friendships that wouldn’t have been formed 

if it weren’t for the connection of the show road.  And, what is even cooler is that while we all like to compete…and com-

pete hard, at the end of the day whether we have won the Champion award or they have…we still are friends and still 

help each other out whatever the need. Awards will fade, but good relationships will last 

forever. 

 

Over the years, I have been able to compete and interact in ways that have given me not only awards and recognitions, 

but has provided me with gifts and lessons that are invaluable!  I will tell you that my luck in the show ring has not prov-

en to be the best. I have seen my share of hard times with halter breaking heifers which would never be able to go into 

the showring…even though they were good ones. I have had a few blue ribbons but no major champions to speak of and 

not winning can be hard to swallow after you continue to work so hard. 

 

I experienced losing a baby calf of a special show heifer who I then could not take the National show just a few weeks 

after losing the calf. I experienced being kicked in the head in the national show ring and even though I came away from 

that show ring with a bruised and swollen eye, I had more pride, more determination and more cattle friends than ever 

before. 

 

You see, adversity definitely makes one stronger and being able to learn this lesson in the cattle barn is something 

“unexplainable” to those from the outside looking in.  Being able to also compete successfully and win awards like the 

coveted Junior high point buckle are also things I have accomplished in these short years and “unexplainable” to those 

who don’t understand how showing cows gives you all these opportunities for self-development. Being crowned National 

Junior Princess and experiencing so much leadership opportunity already has allowed me to dream and believe and 

serve this organization in ways like never before. These opportunities are not understood from the outside. There are 

also so many rewarding opportunities I also have my sights set on in years to come like winning a donated heifer and 

scholarship money which a special part of our organization’s benefits. 

 

I continue year after year to see just how special the National Junior Santa Gertrudis Association is and how much it 

does for the youth in agriculture. Research shows that the agriculture industry is creating genuinely good people who go 

out and make a difference in the world. I am so glad that I am getting a chance to be a part of an organization working to 

do this. I am glad that I am a part of another generation of cattle exhibitors that “gets it” and understands what it can do 

for us. 

 

So, from the “outside looking in, you just don’t understand it”, but from the “inside looking out, you just can’t explain it”. 

As a junior member, I already have that feeling on the inside that Santa Gertrudis cattle and the National Junior Santa 

Gertrudis Association are pretty special…and I am going to do my best to get the most out of it and share my wonderful 

experience with others. I have high hopes and dreams as I continue my involvement with 

these special animals and this group. I am proud to be a part of something this unexplainable and look forward to having 

a bright future as I continue this legacy as an Aggie and Santa Gertrudis breeder.   Thank You! 

 

Comments from the Editor… 

We should all be very proud of our Juniors, and Madison is certainly one of those young people who rises to the top in my 

book!  I see her everywhere!  She volunteered to help the special needs kids show animals at the Washington County Fair; 

I ran into her ringing a bell to raise money for the Salvation Army; I’ve seen her donate her time to help young people 

learn to show Gerts; and those are just some of her contributions.   Madison, you make all of us proud  -  as does every 

Junior out there making a difference in serving others!  You and our Juniors are the future of our breed! 
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Junior photos from the annual meeting… 
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Junior photos from the annual meeting… 
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All members have 

the opportunity to 

advertise by placing 

your business card in 

our newsletter for a 

nominal fee of $60.00 

per year.  A form for 

2018 participants is 

on our Mid-Coast 

Santa Gertrudis As-

sociation website on 

the News page, and 

under the Forms sec-

tion. 

Mid-Coast Brand Ads 

www.bierifarms.com 

John Kiker 
24081 Jones Rd. 

Hempstead, TX   77445 
Phone & Fax:  (979) 826-8329 

j.w.k.1934@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Rose Hill Ranch 
AJ & Rosemary Gambino 

PO Box 235 Pattison, TX 77466 
(832) 496-8836 or (832) 542-1944 

www.santagertrudiscattle.com 
email:  rosemary.gambino@gmail.com 

http://www.santagertrudiscattle.com/
mailto:rosemary.gambino@gmail.com
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Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Association  
Karen Ginnard, Editor                                          
15300 McCraven School Rd.                                                                             
Washington, TX 77880 

            Coming Events 
Visit us at:   https://midcoastsantagertrudis.com/ 

 

 
 

January 27th   - Ft. Worth Livestock Show 

February 15th  - San Antonio Livestock Show 

March 1st, 4:00 p.m. - 2019 Mid-Coast International Super Sale Aisle Party; HLSR, Houston TX 

March 1st, 6:00 p.m. - 2019 Mid-Coast International Super Sale; HLSR, Houston TX 

March 7th   - Houston Livestock Show 

March 30th  - Austin Livestock Show 

May 10th, 3:00 p.m. - Mid-Coast Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale Cattle Viewing and Social (6:00 p.m.);  

    Washington Co. Fairgrounds Sale Barn, Brenham, TX 

May 11th, 11:00 a.m. - Mid-Coast Cattleman’s Opportunity Sale; Washington Co. Fairgrounds Sale Barn,  

    Brenham, TX 

May 18th - 19th - Norval and Anna Sells Mid-Coast Junior Santa Gertrudis Show; Grimes County  

    Fairgrounds; Navasota, TX 

June 22nd - 29th  - 2019 SGBI National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show; Brazos County Expo Center; Bryan, TX 

July 28th - August 1st  - GOALS - Gerts Ongoing Advanced Leadership Summit for Juniors age 13+; Estes Park, CO 

2019 We wish you a joyful, merry Christmas! 

http://www.gunslinger.com/cowline.gif

